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Part  of  the  pleasure  in  experiencing  Fall  Creek  Trail  is  the 
drive  to  the  trailhead.  You  will  travel  through  a  portion  of 
the  picturesque  Willamette  River  Valley,  along  busy  Fall 
Creek  Reservoir,  and  then  along  Fall  Creek.  The  14-mile 
trail,  located  approximately  30  miles  southeast  of  Eugene,  is 
readily  accessible  from  Forest  Road  18.  To  reach  the  lower 
trailhead  take  Hwy.  58,  15  miles  from  Eugene  to  Lowell.  Go 
north  2  miles  to  Unity  junction  and  take  Road  18  (Fall 
Creek  Road)  11  miles  to  Dolly  Varden  Campground.  The 
trailhead  is  located  just  south  of  Dolly  Varden  Campground 
across  Fall  Creek.  Other  trailhead  access  points  are  located 
off  Road  18  in  Bedrock  Campground  and  on  Road  1828. 
The  trail  terminates  on  Road  1833. 

With  the  ease  of  access  and  proximity  to  the  Eugene- 
Springfield  area,  the  Fall  Creek  National  Recreation  Trail  is 
in  demand  for  short  day  hikes  as  well  as  longer  overnight 
trips.  The  trail  elevation  ranges  from  960  feet  to  1,385  feet, 
making  it  accessible  year-around. 

You  may  choose  to  stay  overnight  in  a  variety  of  locations, 
including  Dolly  Varden  and  Bedrock  Campgrounds  and 
dispersed  sites  near  the  trail  and  stream. 


The  major  attraction  along  the  trail  is  Fall  Creek,  which  is 
within  viewing  distance  of  the  trail  for  most  of  the  14  miles. 
You  will  pass  many  deep  pools,  some  whitewater,  many 
rock  outcrops,  and  countless  small  side  streams.  There  are 
numerous  opportunities  to  stop  for  a  refreshing  swim  or  to 
angle  for  the  elusive  rainbow  or  cutthroat  trout. 


Lush  vegetation  abounds  at  Fall  Creek. 
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You  will  find  a  variety  of  vegetation  along  the  Fall  Creek 
National  Recreation  Trail.  Large  second-growth  and  old- 
growth  Douglas-fir  predominate  with  an  understory  mixture 
of  shrubs  and  various  hardwoods,  including  vine  maple, 
bigleaf  maple,  dogwood,  and  red  alder.  Wildflowers  abound 
in  the  spring  and  vibrant  colors  in  the  fall. 


The  Marine  Creek  Old-Growth  Grove,  located  west  of 
Marine  Creek  at  the  upper  end  of  the  trail,  is  a  dense  stand 
of  old-growth  Douglas-fir  with  a  mixture  of  western 
hemlock  and  western  redcedar.  This  51-acre  stand  is  about 
300-500  years  old,)  with  an  average  tree  diameter  of  40 
inches. 


